
Spanish Citizenship application based on Sephardic ancestry 
 
Summary of requisites according to draft law proposed by the Spanish government as of 6 June 2014 
 
Article 1.  Granting of Spanish citizenship under the “Carta de Naturaleza” to Sephardim 
with origins in Spain 
 
1. For the purposes stated in article 21.1 Civil Code, regarding the extraordinary circumstances 
that must be present in order to acquire the Spanish citizenship via “Carta de Naturaleza”, said 
circumstances will be deemed as present in those foreign citizens who are Sephardic with 
origins in Spain, and who are able to produce evidence that they have possess such origin, and 
that they have a significant relationship with Spain, even if they do not have residence in our 
country. 
 
2. The following evidence, assessed as a whole, may be used in order to prove the Sephardic 
identity of the applicant and his significant relationship with Spain: 
 

a) A certificate issued by the President or similar officer of the Jewish community of 
the place of residence or place or birth of the applicant. 
 

b) A certificate issued by the competent rabbinic authority, legally recognised in the 
place of habitual residence of the applicant. 

 
c) The family language, ladino or haketia, a birth certificate or ketubah, marriage 

certificate in which it is stated that it was celebrated in accordance with the 
traditions of Castile. 

 
d) The inclusion of the applicant or his direct ancestry, in the lists of Sephardic families 

protected by Spain (in relation to Egypt and Greece) as described in the Decree-Law 
of 29 December 1948; or his direct family connection with those who obtained 
Spanish citizenship via Royal Decree of 20 December 1924. 

 
e) Kinship by blood to individuals who are in possession of the evidence mentioned 

above. 
 

f) Completion of courses about Spanish culture and history. 
 

g) Having carried our charitable activities in favour of Spanish individuals or 
institutions, on a regular basis. 

 
h) Any other circumstance evidencing his identity as Sephardic with origins in Spain 

and his significant relationship with Spain. 
 
3. The applicant may also use as evidence a certificate issued by the Secretary General of the 
Spanish Federation of Jewish Communities. 
 
4. In order to prove the significant relationship with Spain the applicant will have to pass a 
Spanish culture and language test, which will be designed and administered by the Cervantes 
Institute. Those applicants who are citizens of countries where Spanish is an official language 
will be exempt from the test. 



5. If the applicant’s surnames pertain to the Sephardic lineage, this will be taken into account as 
additional evidence, if sufficient and documented explanation is also provided. 
 
6. Applicants must file their applications no later than 3 years after this law comes into effect. 
This period may be extended by resolution of the Cabinet up to 1 additional year. 
 
 
2. Procedure 
 
1. The application will be formalised in Spanish through the electronic platform described in the 
3rd Additional Clause to this law, through which the applicant will make payment of the filing 
fee1 mentioned in the 2nd Additional Clause. From this platform the applicant will receive an ID 
number for his application. 
 
2. One the application is filed, the General Directorate of Registries and Notaries will give notice 
to the General Council of Notaries. The applicant, through and in the manner as established by 
the Council, will schedule an appointment to appear before a notary in the place as determined 
by the applicant. 
 
3. The applicant will appear before the notary, who will record all the documents provided by 
the applicant, duly translated into Spanish, together with the corresponding criminal records 
corresponding to his country of origin and those countries where he had resided within 5 years 
prior to the application, duly legalised or apostilled and translated into Spanish by a sworn 
translator. 
 
The notary may require that the applicant produce a certificate issued by the Secretary General 
of the Spanish Federation of Jewish Communities. 
 
Once he has examined the documentation produced by the applicant, the notary will issue an 
certificate containing an opinion on whether he is satisfied that the applicant is a Sephardi with 
origins in Spain, and also whether he is satisfied that the applicant possesses a significant 
relationship with Spain. 
 
The notary will send an electronic copy of this certificate to the General Directorate of Registries 
and Notaries, in the standard manner as will be prescribed by an Order of the Ministry of 
Justice. 
 
4. In view of the aforementioned, the General Directorate of Registries and Notaries may 
conduct a research in order to validate the grounds for application and will issue a final 
reasoned decision on the granting of citizenship. 
 
5. The final decision will give the applicant a right to apply for registration as citizen before the 
Spanish Civil Registry, once he has taken an oath of allegiance to the King, the Constitution and 
the laws of the country as required in article 23.a Civil Code, and also complied with the 
requirements described in the following section. 
 

                                                        
1 75 euros 



6. The granting of citizenship will be conditional upon the compliance of the following 
requirements before the competent Civil Registry, no later than 1 year after the applicant has 
been notified of the final decision: 
 

a) Apply for registration of his citizenship with the Civil Registry  
 

b) Produce a new certificate that he is clear from criminal records 
 

c) Take the oath of allegiance to the King, the Constitution and the laws of the country 
 
Failure to comply with these requirements will render the application procedure null and void. 
 
 
Second Additional Clause.- Processing period 
 
1. The citizenship application will be processed and completed within a maximum of 18 months 
from the date in which the General Directorate of Registries and Notaries received the notarial 
certificate described in article 2.3 above. 
 
2. If after the expiry of the 18 month period no decision has been made, the application will be 
deemed as rejected. 
 


